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PROGRAM OVERVIEW w

>I< AI-READY
AMERICA
e Announced March 25

o Co-sponsored by NSF, USDA, DOL, and SBA

e Only 1award per state, 3 rounds of awards planned

e $1 million / year for 3 years, possible 1-year extension
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PROGRAM INTENT w

Establish State-level Al Resource Hubs

Act as neutral convening entity to connect

local partners across education, industry,
and government

.

Q

Establish a repository for high-quality
Al resources, training, and practitioners

Q

Develop state-level Al readiness plan in
coordination with key stakeholders

Q




Commerce will lead the proposal in coordination
with multiple State offices and partners:
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OUT OF Q N _
SCOPE: SCOPE:

e Compiling existing

e Conducting research or programs, resources,
extensive data collection assets

e Directly providing services e Facilitating knowledge
and training exchange and

resource sharing
e Overriding existing
programs and mandates e Alighing ongoing and
hew efforts



5 MAJOR GOALS FOR HUBS w

0 Al Learning & Resource Navigator

@ State-level Al Readiness Strategic Plan
9 Al Deployment Support

@ Al Readiness Training & Capacity Building

e Coordination Within Priority Industry Sectors

These do NOT have to be ready on day 1 - this is what the hub will do over the course of the project



@@ Al Learning and Resource Navigator

Maintain a publicly accessible and user-friendly inventory of
state and territory Al-related resources, including training
programs, physical infrastructure, and support services.
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@ State-level Al Readiness Strategic Plan

L% Develop a strategic plan to meet State priorities around Al
readiness, integrating data collection and evaluation to monitor
progress and support evidence-based decision-making.
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® Al Deployment Support

Provide assistance for Al adoption to municipalities,
businesses, entrepreneurs, academic organizations,
and others in coordination with implementation partners.
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(@) Al Readiness Training & Capacity Building

L% Coordinate across education, workforce, and industry to expand
access to experiential Al learning opportunities and align
curriculum with national Al literacy guidance.
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@ Coordination Within Priority Industry Sectors

Convene stakeholders in critical economic sectors and facilitate
collaboration through events and resource sharing.
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GENERAL TIMELINE

Meeting 1 Meeting 2 Meeting 3
(today) TBA TBA

Establish webpage Submit Letter of Collect Submit full

and form to collect Intent by 6/16 partner proposal

information letters by 7/16
(LOCs)

e First round of awards 6-12 months after deadline (dependent on $$ and volume of proposals)
o Likely award period: July 1, 2027 - June 30, 2030 (possible 1-year extension)



NEXT STEPS

e Commerce will soon begin collecting input from stakeholders and
setting up additional meetings

 Anyone interested in getting involved should read solicitation and
prepare to share ideas

e NSF hosting a webinar on 4/23 with SBA, DOL, USDA to define
agency collaboration

« www.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/ai-ready



Questions / Discussion

72?
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